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Axpr an evaluation or the harvest of 1946-194?, airman authorities 
determined that in the Russian Zone the 1946 harvest, compared with 
previous jfaarc, .had fallen off heavily* Individual Lands 
r** a Provinces also showed considerable decline 5 about fifty percent 
^ower than the good harvests of 1933 and about thirty percent lower 
than the averages of the war years 1940-1944, The decrease was 
larger in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Brandenburg than in the other 
^anclS;, a situation attributed to lack of . tractive tjower and to 
lowered soli cultivation* The exact figures are* 
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xn .individual j^peciax localities, • these figures were considerably 
lowered-^ as, for example, in Mecklenburg the harvest, of winter wheat 
in j.94o was or>3 v twenty-five percent of the f.938 harvest * r 4 orly~ 
43,4 percent of th* avorago #&v yield,. In -Brandenburg’ for "he s&me 
crops , the figures are 33*2 percent of the 1938 harvest and 40.8 
percent ol the average war year harvests. In both Lands , turnip 
production declined fifty- three and forty-six percent fro m the 1938 
ana tne ^940-44 average respectively. Rape reached only twenty-one 
percent of the war year harvest in Mecklenburg-Vornoimaem and thirtv- 


eight percent in Brand enbin^sft 
composed of large estates and 
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Saxony-Anhalt in 1938 harvested 290 kilograms of beet sugar per 
ScSietS average of about 288 kilograms in the v wjjjn 3, and 
in 1946 .only about sixty-six percent of the xatter figure. 

noon harvests in the first place are attributed to inappropriate 
orders from regional headquarters. In many cases, an increase in 
amounts 1 for delivery was arbitrarily imposed by Russian commandants, 
lith^on and delivery arrangements thus disrupted, seed grain was 
collected Requisitions up to 100 percent of the harvest were set 
for 5 September or 1 November 1946, In some places where a hundred 
percent delivery of turnips and potatoes was demanded and carri-d 
out, the peasants had to be furnished with bread cards. 

Seriouslv short harvests reached only twenty-two, , 

forty, or fifty percent, of prescribed deliveries. The principal 
-auses of shortages were the seizure of seedeorn stocks, turnip 
plants , and vegetables, and the reaping of saedgrain fields for 
consumption purposes, A second cause was the damage to graxn 
occasionedby the fact that loading of grain had to be carried on 
duringthe miny season as well as after threshing. The arbitrary 
harvesting of sugar beets beforfc the potato harvest had a dio • 
advantageous effect on the growth of the sugar beets. As a 
of the seizure of seedgrain, the winter planting was shor,, AIsj 
because of the shifting of threshing to the time of the autumn^ 
planting, in some places up to fifty percent of the sola had to 
be 1 e f tunc ultivated . In consequence of orders incompatible with 
the climate, the hoeing crops ; potatoes » turnips, and cabbages.) 
were endangered by the incidence of night frost3. 

The lack of tractive power appeared in one official district in 
Krels Naubrandenburg -Mecklenburg in the following comparison® 
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19 Steam power CDampfsatze) 
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200 Tractors. 


4 Steam power 
700 Horses 
25 Tractors 
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